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     One week from today Dr. 
Eugene Habecker will be of-
fi cially installed as Taylor’s 
30th president.
    Over the course of next 
weekend, Taylor will host 
grandparents, the Council of 
100 and Presidential Donors. 
However, the foremost event 
of the weekend will be the 
presidential installation cer-
emony on Friday morning. 
    “I want students to realize 
that this is not just another 
chapel or another academic 
convocation …This is a ma-
jor historical event in the life 
of Taylor University,” Joyce 
Wood, associate vice presi-
dent for university relations 
and marketing said. “We 
want students to really feel a 
part of this.”
    TSO Chief of Staff, Kelly 
McGunnigal, also has been 
serving as student represen-
tative on the inauguration 
committee. 
    “I know some students 
think [the inauguration] is 
just another ceremony and 
they’re not wanted, but 
that’s completely untrue. 
The Habecker’s have asked 
for students to come and be a 
part of the celebration. They 
want all of their family there 
and that includes students,” 
she said.
    The theme for inaugura-
tion weekend is “Up and 
Beyond” and will celebrate 
Taylor’s history as well as 
the vision for the coming 
decade. The theme also ap-
propriately fi ts due to Vision 
2016 as Taylor plans for a 
decade of expansion up and 
beyond. President Habecker 
will give the inaugural ad-
dress, during which he will 
openly reveal numerous fac-
ets of Vision 2016.
    “My understanding is this 
is where he puts the meat 
on the bones and will really 
share from his heart all that 
Vision 2016 means,” Wood 
said.
    Friday morning’s installa-
tion ceremony will include 
history, regalia, tradition, 
symbolism and color.
    “We are having fl ags from 
about 125 foreign countries 
to represent the home coun-
try of current students or 
alumni or countries where 
students have studied or 
done missions work,” Wood 
said.
    A piece of music also has 
been commissioned espe-
cially for the installation cer-
emony. It is called “Up and 
Beyond” complimenting the 
weekend’s theme. In 1994 
associate professor of mu-
sic Dr. Joann Rediger wrote 
a dissertation on "Up and 
Beyond’s" composer, Emma 
Lou Diemer, and her compo-
sitional process.
    “The piece is really fun 
and upbeat and it includes 
pieces and parts of the Alma 
Maters from Upland and Ft. 
Wayne and it also includes 
the university hymn,” Wood 
said. “It’s very tailored to 
Taylor.” 
     Special performances by 
the Chorale, Ringers and 
Symphonic Band will also 
be incorporated into the fes-
tivities.
    On Friday morning the 
three Habecker children will 
read scripture and President 
Habecker will wear former 
Taylor President Burt Ayers’ 
academic regalia and Milo 
Rediger’s Legion of Honor 
medal. Sally Robinson will 
also bring greetings from the 
American Bible Society as 
the sending organization. In-
diana Secretary of State Todd 
Rokita and Jennifer Lewis of 
the Irish Studies Program 
will also bring greetings.
    “The President is very in-
terested in preserving the 
heritage of Taylor and that 
will be very evident when 
you come to the event,” 
Wood said. “People highly 
respect Dr. Habecker and we 
have seen that through this 
entire process.”
    As a gift for students, fac-
ulty, staff and visiting del-
egates, the university will 
give everyone a specially 
designed reprint of Dr. Ha-
becker’s book Rediscovering 
the Soul of Leadership.
    According to McGunnigal, 
Friday will also be “Habeck-
er Appreciation Day,” im-
plying students should dress 
nicely for the event. Also, the 
fi rst 500 students to attend 
the ceremony in Odle Arena 
on Friday will be given an 
inauguration frisbee, includ-
ing those students perform-
ing with musical groups or 
otherwise involved in the 
program.
    Thus far between six and 
seven thousand invitations 
have been sent to all CCCU 
(Council of Christian Col-
leges and Universities) col-
leges and universities, all 
CIC (Council of Indepen-
dent Colleges) and all other 
Indiana colleges and various 
other national universities. 
Seminaries, churches and 
para-church organizations, 
missions organizations, 
along with the Habeckers’ 
personal friends, business 
associates and family have 
also been invited. 
    Completing the list are 
the media, local area busi-
nesses, the Upland Chamber 
of Commerce, Taylor's Board 
of Trustees, all presidential 
partners donating $1,000 
or more within the last cal-
endar year and all Council 
of 100 members, who have 
given $100,000 or more over 
their lifetime. Also, all fac-
ulty, staff, alumni councils, 
parent's cabinets and stu-
dents from both campuses 
have been offi cially invited.    
    The offi cial installation 
ceremony will commence at 
10 a.m. on Friday, April 28 in 
the Odle Area. The ceremony 
will also be shown on screen 
in Rediger Auditorium and 
simulcast at Taylor  Fort 
Wayne. Any questions can 
be directed to Joyce Wood at 
x85117. 
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The cast and crew of "Moment of Truth" arrive in style at the Trojan Film Festival on April 11. Jason Burkey won the award for Best Sup-
porting Actor for his role in "Moment of Truth." SAC hosted the event, which featured fi ve fi lms that best met the criteria.
    A small band of student 
fi lmmakers emerged from 
their editing rooms and 
hours of fi lming to present 
their movies in Taylor’s an-
nual Trojan Film Festival on 
April 11.
  The Student Activities Com-
mittee (SAC) screened 11 
fi lms, choosing fi ve that best 
met the fi lm criteria. 
    “We were looking for 
[fi lms] that we know had a 
lot of time and effort behind 
them,” SAC Vice President 
Yumi Kim said.  “It wasn’t 
a popularity contest.  We 
wanted fi lms with substance, 
a deeper meaning and some-
thing truly unique.”
    The panel of judges was 
chosen by IFC fi lm coordi-
nator Jasmin Snyder and 
included IFC members and 
communication professors 
John and Kathy Bruner.
     Students’ fi lms compet-
ed for awards in six differ-
ent categories.  The winners 
of Best Picture and Taylor 
Choice received $400 each, 
while the winners of Best Ac-
tor, Best Supporting Actor, 
Best Original Screenplay and 
Cinematography received 
$100 each.
   Students voted for the 
winner of the Taylor Choice 
award by casting their ballots 
for their favorite fi lm.  Judges 
comprised of students, alum-
ni and faculty determined 
the winners for the other cat-
egories.
    Film festival attendees 
experienced a variety of un-
usual sights throughout the 
night. 
    The evening began as a 
white limousine escorted 
fi lmmakers and their casts 
to the red carpet outside the 
chapel entrance.  Inside the 
auditorium stood Taylor’s 
version of an Oscar trophy—
a live statue featuring a gold-
painted Taylor student in 
golden armor.
     “Heartbeat,” co-produced 
by freshmen Thomas Nicol 
and Philip Vandermeer, was 
the opening fi lm.  According 
to Nicol, “Heartbeat” was a 
visual representation of life 
lived without a higher pur-
pose.  Each scene focused on 
some sort of repetitive activ-
ity or rhythmic pulse such as 
a dripping faucet or a bounc-
ing ball.  The fi lm ended with 
the narrator stating, “I wish 
there was more to life than 
just a beating heart.”
    “Moment of Truth” by 
junior Tim Sutherland and 
freshman Jason North took 
place in an empty warehouse 
around a not-so-friendly 
game of poker.  The movie 
idea came from North’s 
study of Jephthah in Judges 
and from Ecclesiastes 5:5-7, a 
passage used to interpret the 
story. Jason Burkey won the 
award for Best Supporting 
Actor in “Moment of Truth.”
   “Wolfi e’s Keyboard of 
Doom” by Jonathan Wolf 
and Eric Morse produced 
much laughter from the au-
dience.  Wolf described the 
movie as a “comedy-science-
fiction-action-adventure-
fi lm.” The fi lm began Star 
Wars-style with scrolling 
words against the backdrop 
of a starry sky.  Kyle Latino 
received the award for Best 
Actor in “Wolfi e’s Keyboard 
of Doom.”
   See 'FILM FEST' Page 4.
BY ROBIN SNYDER
CONTRIBUTOR
     As of June 1, Taylor will no 
longer cash checks through 
the bursar’s offi ce. The in-
stallment of three new ATMs 
along with the existing ATM 
will replace the old system of 
going to the cashier to cash 
checks.
     In the past, STAR Finan-
cial Bank has allowed Taylor 
to cash checks through the 
cashier at no cost. The bank 
recently informed Taylor it 
would need to start charg-
ing for this service. This is 
one reason the business and 
fi nance department is imple-
menting this change.
    “One of my biggest mo-
tivations is not having un-
necessary expenses, just be-
ing a good steward of our 
resources,” Jennifer Dickey, 
associate vice president for 
business and fi nance, said.
    According to vice presi-
dent of business and fi nance 
Ron Sutherland and Dickey, 
Taylor is one of the last uni-
versities to rely on having a 
cashier.
     “We’re lacking behind oth-
er institutions that have got-
ten more electronic,” Dickey 
said.
   One ATM is already in place 
at the dining commons, but 
STAR Financial has agreed to 
install three additional ATMs 
in the student union, the ad-
ministration building and 
possibly a dorm.
    STAR Financial will charge 
customers $1.50 to use the 
ATM if they are not retriev-
ing funds from a STAR Fi-
nancial account. However, 
any student can open an ac-
count with STAR Financial 
free of charge.
     Each machine can only 
dispense one denomina-
tion of bills, but Taylor can 
choose any between $5, $10 
or $20 bills. Currently, the 
ATM in the dining commons 
disperses $10 bills. 
    Students will be able to 
withdraw up to $300 from 
the machines per day per ac-
count. One of the machines 
will enable students to de-
posit a check of any amount 
into their STAR Financial 
accounts. Funds from these 
checks could be available for 
use as soon as one day after 
the deposit is made.
     The fi nancial department 
will consider helping stu-
dents obtain cash by other 
means in an emergency situ-
ation.
     “If a student has an emer-
gency need that’s really 
unusual, they can call and 
we’ll be willing to work with 
them,” Sutherland said.
   He said an emergency 
would not be a need for cash 
to go out for pizza that night, 
but rather a student who has 
a death in the family and 
needs money to get home.
     Sutherland also plans to 
ask all student employees to 
participate in electronic pay-
ment.
    “One other thing that’s 
costly is handling student 
paychecks that never get 
cashed,” Sutherland said. 
“We’re spending all this time 
tracking $5 checks.”
      Another aspect of Taylor’s 
fi nancial system is the pro-
cess of paying tuition. This 
process will not change. Stu-
dents can still pay for univer-
sity bills at the bursar’s offi ce 
and speak with someone 
at the bursar’s offi ce if they 
have questions about their 
account.
    The business and fi nance 
department sought approval 
from the president’s council 
and the student senate be-
fore deciding to use this new 
system.
   "Senate supports this deci-
sion by administration and 
believes that the new system 
will be easier and more ef-
fi cient for both the students 
and university," senate chair-
man Matt Stallings said.
     For more information 
about STAR Financial, visit 






    Hazel Butz-Carruth Ander-
son, former Taylor professor 
and alumnus, passed away 
on April 10 in Portland, Ore. 
Her health had been declin-
ing for several weeks and she 
died at the age of 92. Memo-
rial services were held Mon-
day, April 17 in the Butz-Car-
ruth Recital Hall named in 
her honor. 
    Hazel was born in South 
Dakota to parents Louis and 
Esther Butz. After attend-
ing Northern State Teacher’s 
School in Aberdeen, S.D., she 
came to Taylor. Following 
her graduation in 1938, she 
returned to South Dakota 
where she taught 5 years 
of grade school and high 
school. 
    In 1941 Hazel Butz went 
to Fort Wayne Bible Insti-
tute and served as a profes-
sor and dean of women until 
1944.  By 1946 she earned a 
masters degree from Indiana 
University and returned to 
Taylor to teach in the English 
department.  
    Miss Butz took a sabbatical 
from 1950-1954 while pursu-
ing a masters degree at Indi-
ana University. When she re-
turned, she served as chair of 
the English Department and 
in various other positions 
until her retirement in 1978.  
    It was during this time 
that she married Jamie Car-
ruth. She served on the fi ne 
arts committee, the admin-
istrative council, academic 
affairs and faculty council. 
In 1958 she received the 
Alumni Merit Award and 
in 1969 the Professor of the 
Year Award.   
Many people remember the 
impact that Hazel Carruth 
made on her department 
and the university. In the 
book “God’s Ordinary Peo-
ple: No Ordinary Heritage,” 
Dr. Jessica Rousselow and 
Dr. Alan Winquist said, “She 
was a respected member of 
the Taylor faculty, who con-
tributed greatly to the profes-
sionalization and growth of 
the English Department and 
to the life of the University.”
        “Dr. Hazel Carruth An-
derson was my advisor, and I 
credit her with starting me on 
the path of a teaching career 
that has been my life passion. 
I will always remember Dr. 
Anderson’s classes and the 
grace and thoroughness that 
marked her teaching,” Taylor 
alumnus Bruce Brenneman 
(‘61) said.
    Eight years after Hazel 
Carruth retired, her hus-
band passed away. In May 
of 1992 the Hazel Butz-Car-
ruth Recital Hall in the mu-
sic building was dedicated in 
her honor. She was married 
again in 1999 to Rev. Park 
Anderson who passed away 
two years later. 
    Mrs. Anderson is sur-
vived by four stepchildren, 
eight grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren.  
    Taylor students stood out-
side of Nussbaum waiting 
to send a balloon 100,000 
feet into the atmosphere on 
April 6. This was not just any 
ordinary balloon, however. 
This balloon carried tracking 
systems and measurement 
gauges to accomplish high-
tech research.
    The launch was one of sev-
eral launches Taylor teams 
are performing through the 
BallonSat program. 
    “The purpose of a launch 
is to allow experiments to be 
performed in a near-space 
environment. Our balloons 
reach altitudes of about 19 
miles (about 100,000 feet), 
which puts us above about 
95% of the earth’s atmo-
sphere,” said sophomore Da-
vid Patterson, co-director of 
the launch team.
    Experiments always mea-
sure atmospheric pressure 
and temperature. However, 
this fl ight also included an 
experiment to measure ultra-
violet light.
    As students prepared for 
the launch, they ran back and 
forth, setting up connections 
and testing equipment. 
        Four boxes were attached 
to the balloon. The fi rst was 
the control pod, complete 
with a GPS system and data 
radios. The second and third 
held experiments to measure 
temperature and pressure 
and UV light, respectively. 
The fi nal box held a HAM 
radio as a back-up tracking 
system.
   “After the experiments 
have been assembled and 
tested, they are connected 
to the data radio through a 
short-range wireless link, 
and mounted inside Styro-
foam boxes.  Each individual 
box, or “cube,” is then linked 
to the others with nylon cord, 
and the boxes are attached to 
the parachute and the bal-
loon,” Patterson said.
    When everything was set, 
the chase team set out in or-
der to reach the balloon as 
it landed. The remaining 
ground team prepared for 
the launch and sent the bal-
loon sailing into the clouds. 
With the balloon in fl ight, 
team members began watch-
ing incoming data.
    “The balloon is in constant 
communication with the 
ground, transmitting data 
from the experiments to the 
command station, and posi-
tion data to both the com-
mand station and the chase 
team. From the command 
station, the experimental 
data is recorded, and is also 
disseminated in real time 
across the local network. Po-
sition data is broadcast over 
the Internet through the use 
of the Amateur Radio APRS 
(automatic position report-
ing system) network,” Pat-
terson said.
    The fl ight went according 
to plan and the team was 
pleased with the information 
it collected. Mission accom-
plished. 
   “The mission of the pro-
gram is to accomplish two 
things: fi rst, to meet the 
high-altitude research needs 
of Taylor University as effec-
tively and effi ciently as pos-
sible, and, second, to encour-
age middle- and high-school 
students to become more in-
terested in math and science 
through hands-on participa-
tion in the program,” Patter-
son said.
    The second goal will be 
accomplished with the next 
launch, which will take 
place on Thursday. During 
this launch, students from 
R.J. Baskett Middle School 
in Gas City will have their 
own projects to send into 
the atmosphere. Currently, 
the team includes nine Tay-
lor students: Kelly Isaacson 
and Patterson as co-direc-
tors, Kylie Nelson and Phil-
ip VanderMeer as IT pros, 
Jared Schlak as educational 
outreach coordinator. Josh 
Crawford and Hugh White 
lead the ground team, which 
also includes Jim Moore and 
Jared Sutter.  
    “We are currently one of 
the best equipped high-al-
titude balloon teams in the 
nation, thanks to Jeff Dai-
ley from SCADATA in Fort 
Wayne, and strive to main-
tain the cutting-edge nature 
of our system without sacri-
fi cing usability or reliability. 
This dedication has resulted 
in a better than 95% mission 
success rate,” Patterson said.
   
   At its April 8 convention, 
the Indiana Collegiate Press 
Association declared winners 
of this year’s ICPA awards. 
The convention took place at 
Univresity of Indianapolis.
    More than 300 awards were 
distributed, honoring out-
standing achievements for 
college newspapers, maga-
zines, yearbooks, advertis-
ing, online publications and 
individuals.
    “The Echo” won nine 
awards in the division three 
category, which included 
non-daily papers at schools 
with fewer than 2,000 full-
time students. "The Echo" 
won second place for Best 
Newspaper of the Year, be-
hind St. Mary of the Woods 
College’s newspaper “The 
Woods.”
       The Echo’s columns 
earned fi rst place in six dif-
ferent categories.  These in-
cluded Christianna Luy and 
Jordan Zandi’s Best Breaking 
News Story “Fire Destroys 
Dorm.” The judge said “in an 
economical fashion [this sto-
ry] asks and answers ques-
tions about a near tragedy.”
    “I felt so honored to be a 
part of "The Echo" staff on 
Saturday at the ICPA conven-
tion," Luy said. "We have a 
hard-working staff that puts 
their heart into everything we 
publish and it was encourag-
ing to receive confi rmation 
feedback on this knowledge 
from our judges through the 
awards we won."
    Additional fi rst place 
awards were given for Best 
Opinion Column (Sean Row, 
“Stop the blame game”), 
Best Entertainment Column 
(Joe Ringenberg, “Say No to 
Nano”), Best News Photo 
(Alisse Goldsmith, “Camel 
Kiss”), Best Sports Photo 
(Alisse Goldsmith, “Men’s 
basketball”) and Best Photo 
Essay (Alisse Goldsmith, 
“My Generation Night”)
     "The Echo" also won three 
second place awards.  Erik 
Kielisch’s story “Serenity 
brings sci-fi  thrills” won Best 
Entertainment Feature Story 
or Review. 
    One judge said, “[This 
story has] a grabber lead 
and a comparison that works 
throughout.”
    Brad Johnston’s “Goofus 
and Gallant” comic won Best 
Editorial Cartoon. 
    “A somewhat mean, but 
very funny, twist on a clas-
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 Senior Caellyn Everson, feshmen Rachel Dodge and Becca Clouse and senior Matt Rifka claim their $100 prizes from Career Devel-
opment. The students entered a drawing by completing a survey about the implementation of writing in Taylor classrooms. Career 
Development gave all students the opportunity to take the survey and enter the drawing for $100 checks.
Photo by Alisse Goldsmith 
Taylor's launch team watches a balloon soar to altitudes over 
19 miles on April 6. The fl ight will aid in high-tech research.
     The fi nancial aid offi ce is 
offering a free loan consoli-
dation seminar on Thursday, 
April 27. A representative 
from SallieMae has been in-
vited to make this presenta-
tion. 
      Questions will be an-
swered at the seminar, in-
cluding "Is loan consolida-
tion right for me?", "How 
will I benefi t from consolida-
tion?", and "How do I pick a 
loan consolidator?" 
     “This is an opportunity to 
educate yourself about a way 
to save interest over the re-
payment period of your loan 
if you have loans totaling 
$5,000 or more.  SallieMae re-
quires a minimum loan bal-
ance of $5,000 to consolidate 
but other lenders/servicers 
may have a higher mini-
mum,” Kay Stouse, assistant 
director of fi nancial aid, said.
   The fi nancial aid offi ce en-
courages all students with 
Stafford loans totaling $5,000 
or more to attend and get 
their questions answered.     
    “As the end of the school 
year draws near, so does an 
important deadline for mak-
ing decisions about student 
loan consolidation,” Stouse 
said.
    On July 1, 2005 interest 
rates on Stafford loans will re-
set and are expected to jump 
from 4.7 percent to 6 percent. 
This makes it crucial for stu-
dents who wish to consoli-
date their loans to begin the 
process now.  Students must 
act prior to the June 30 dead-
line to take advantage of the 
current lower rates and the 
program rules. 
    A similar seminar was of-
fered last year. Attendees 
thought it was a very infor-
mative and benefi cial. 
    “Those who attended last 
year were most appreciative 
for the information and of 
the gentleman who took his 
time to come to Taylor from 
SallieMae,” Stouse said.  
     Last year a SallieMae repre-
sentative gave a presentation 
and answered questions at 
the end.  It lasted about 1 and 
one-half hours, but students 
can come for the presenta-
tion and leave whenever.
     This year, sessions will 
be held at 10 a.m. or 12 p.m. 
The seminar will be held in 
the Recital Hall of the Smith-
Hermanson Music Building.
 
    "Our Voice in a Changing 
World" was the theme for 
this year’s National Student 
Leadership Conference. 
The keynote speakers were 
Reverend Soong-Chan Rah 
and author Lauren F. Win-
ner.    
    “These speakers were 
picked because they both 
brought important mes-
sages and also raised issues 
that as leaders ... we will 
have to deal with and  ... 
respond to,” senior Kath-
ryn Kendall, NSLC cabinet 
member, said.
    The conference began 
on Friday evening with a 
banquet in Hodson Din-
ing Commons. The ban-
quet was followed by the 
fi rst keynote session by 
Rah.  Rah is the senior pas-
tor at Cambridge Commu-
nity Fellowship Church, 
a multi-ethnic church in 
Cambridge, Mass.
    Rah spoke about how 
Western white churches 
have captured the church 
in America. He also spoke 
about how the church has 
in turn been captured by 
culture or has been com-
pletely shunned by it. He 
challenged students to re-
deem culture and develop 
primary relationships with-
in culture.  
    This was Rah’s third 
visit to Taylor and when he 
spoke in chapel over J-term 
many students left feeling 
challenged by his message. 
    "Although there are many 
students at Taylor who are 
aware of the ways in which 
our American culture is 
changing, more students 
than we realize are not famil-
iar or comfortable with the 
idea that we must learn to 
relate to people of other cul-
tures who live in America,” 
senior Jill Hamilton, NSLC 
co-director said. “Lauren 
and Soong-Chan are both 
excellent examples of young 
leaders who are having a 
signifi cant impact in Chris-
tian culture.”  
    Saturday morning began 
with the second keynote 
speaker, Winner, who also 
talked about culture and 
Christianity. Winner is the 
author of three books: “Girl 
Meets God,” “Mudhouse 
Sabbath” and “Real Sex: The 
Naked Truth About Chas-
tity.”  She has also written 
for “New York Times Book 
Review,” “World Maga-
zine,” “The Washington Post 
Book Review,” “Publishers 
Weekly,” and “Christianity 
Today.”
      Winner’s session was 
titled “In, But Not of: The 
Tension of the Cultural 
Mandate.” She spoke pri-
marily about how Christians 
should embrace culture, but 
do so critically.
    “Culture is part of God’s 
good creation.  Because it 
is good we can gratefully 
participate in culture,” Win-
ner said. “We also recognize 
culture is fallen and God is 
about the business of help-
ing Christians redeem the 
culture.  We must have an 
eye towards transforming 
culture.”  
     After the morning ses-
sion, students could choose 
workshops to attend.  The 
seven different workshops 
addressed issues such as im-
pacting culture, implement-
ing basic leadership skills 
based on the life of Jesus, 
leading in a foreign country 
and using technology in cul-
ture. 
    “The workshops chal-
lenged my thinking and I 
still fi nd myself thinking 
about the tough questions 
they raised,” sophomore 
Chrissie Thompson said.
    The workshops were led 
by guests such as Dwight 
Knight (CEO of Challenge 
Ministries International), 
David Bell (College Pas-
tor of Grace Community 
Church in Noblesville, Ind.) 
and Kate Bowman Johnston 
(student activities coordina-
tor at Calvin College).    
  The af ternoon com-
menced with Winner having 
an open discussion on her 
book “Real Sex: The Naked 
Truth About Chastity.” Tay-
lor students were encour-
aged to read the book a few 
months ago and attend the 
discussion. 
    Winner talked about one 
section of her book and then 
answered students ques-
tions.  
    “I think she talks about a 
lot of practical truths Chris-
tians aren’t ready to admit 
to,” sophomore Jessie Buske 
said.  “The fact that she is 
not naïve to experiences in 
the world gives her a great 
perspective on sex.”  
     Saturday ended with a 
fi nal address from Rah.  He 
spoke on leadership in a 
changing world and what 
that looks like for young 
Christian leaders.  All par-
ticipants in the conference 
were treated to an outdoor 
hog roast for dinner.  
       Approximately 200 TU 
students and 60 students 
from other schools, such as 
Cedarville, Northwestern 
College and Asbury attended 
the conference.  Northwest-
ern College sent 28 students 
to the conference.  Their 
group consisted of their cur-
rent student government as 
well as next year’s offi cers.     
     Deanna Murphy, associ-
ate dean of student develop-
ment at Northwestern Col-
lege said the students came 
because they heard good 
things in leadership were 
happening at Taylor.
  “We also value and 
want to enhance our con-
nections with other Chris-
tian schools,” she said, “This 
conference helps that.”  
    Overall, the conference 
was well-received and plans 
are already in the works to 
make next year’s conference 
even better.
   “People’s response has 
been overwhelmingly posi-
tive, both from visiting stu-
dents as well as TU students. 
I think this year’s confer-
ence was challenging and 
thought-provoking. As a re-
sult, it has spurred a lot of 
conversation and dialogue,” 
NSLC cabinet member soph-
omore Ryan Veldhuizen 
said.   “I know that Pastor 
Rah was pleased that people 
were thinking and asking 
questions about some of the 
issues he raised.”
   
   
SallieMae helps 
consolidate loans 
Rah, Winner address leaders
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Burn, prairie, burn
On Thursday the fi eld near Avis, across the road from Taylor, 
burned at 5 p.m. The fi eld is burned annually to remove old foli-
age so new vegetation can take root in fresh, nutrient-rich soil. 
Photo by Alisse Goldsmith 
NSLC keynote speaker Laura Winner leads a Saturday workshop related to her book "Real Sex: The 
Naked Truth About Chastity." The theme of the weekend was "Our Voice in a Changing World." Rever-
end Soong-Chan Rah was the other keynote speaker.
 
   Yesterday during the Com-
munication Arts Depart-
ment’s Open House, the 
president of Heartland Film 
Festival, Jeff Sparks, encour-
aged students, faculty and 
friends of the department.         
   The Rupp Communication 
Building was decorated with 
balloons, and cookies and 
punch were served in honor 
of the occasion. New pictures 
of current students partici-
pating in media were show-
cased on easels throughout 
Rupp’s halls. 
     The open house served as 
an opportunity to connect 
the Taylor media department 
not only with the local com-
munity, but with the fi lm 
community as well. Cur-
rent media students spread 
throughout Rupp to show-
case student projects and the 
new facilities.
      A half-hour program al-
lotted time for Sparks to en-
courage students and con-
gratulate new Taylor media 
professors John and Kathy 
Bruner for their achieve-
ments this past year. 
      “A program can’t succeed 
unless there is someone with 
a vision to take it on, and the 
Bruners have taken it on in 
every way possible,” Sparks 
said.
     The Bruners handed out 
awards specifi cally thanking 
individuals who helped to 
improve Taylor’s media de-
partment over the course of 
the year. 
     “This is possible because 
we have guests who believe 
in what we do,” assistant 
professors of communication 
arts, Dr. Donna Downs said. 
     Recipients of the awards 
included Sparks, Mr. and 
Mrs. Kenneth Hardley, Dr. 
and Mrs. Ted Gabrielsen, Mr. 
and Mrs. Leland and LaRita 
Boren, Chris Bennett, Dr. 
Faye Chechowich, Dr. Steve 
Bedi and Dr. Rousselow-
Winquist. 
     A few surprises also add-
ed extra fun to the event, in-
cluding the presentation of 
the fi rst annual Gabrielsen 
Family Endowed Scholar-
ship for New Media majors 
to freshman Jason North. 
John Bruner also received the 
unexpected gift of a mission-
ary fi lm strip slide projector 
used in Korea in the 1920’s 
from the Gabrielsens.  
      The fest ivit ies  were 
intended to be a time of 
thanking the community and 
Taylor’s administration for 
their support, but it turned 
into a time of thanking the 
Bruners for the difference 
they have made this year. 
     “John and Kathy represent 
one of God’s good gifts to 
Taylor,” associate vice presi-
dent of academic affairs Faye 
Chechowich said. “Thank 
you for your endless hours, 
your investment has been 
noted and deeply appreci-
ated.”
      Sophomore Tim Suther-
land also expressed his ap-
preciation for the Bruners 
work this year.
     “They don’t realize how 
much they have brought to 
this place,” he said. “The me-
dia department has needed 
some improvements, and I 
think within fi ve to ten years 
a media degree  [from Taylor] 
will really mean something 
out in the ‘real world.’” 
      Future plans include the 
constructing a multi-func-
tional set in the TV studio, 
producing quality video pro-
ductions and strengthening 
Taylor’s connection with the 
Heartland Film Festival.
      Kathy Bruner had no 
idea what she was getting 
herself into when she agreed 
to come to Taylor. However, 
she said, “obedience leads to 
blessing,” and that is what 
this year has been. 
      At the end of his presen-
tation, Sparks challenged 
students to share his vision 
of capturing the culture 
through media. 
      “We need to tell Chris-
tian stories, but that doesn’t 
mean it has to be a Christian 
fi lm,” he said.
      At the core, Taylor’s com-
munications department 
believes Christians have the 
tools to change the world for 
Christ and it’s time to make 
the dream a reality. 






Heartland, New Media bring Sparks
    Junior Jonathan Bennett, 
currently studying fi lm in 
Los Angeles, received four 
of the awards for his fi lm 
“Providence.”  
      Bennett created his fi lm, 
“Providence,” as a gospel al-
legory.  According to Bennett, 
the fi lm is a visual represen-
tation of Christ’s sacrifi ce 
and redemption in his life.
      “In many ways I fi nd my-
self in the fi lm,” Bennett said. 
“I am the Prodigal, Barab-
bas, Judas and Peter. We as 
humans are completely des-
perate and hopeless without 
God’s grace.”
   “Providence” received 
awards for Cinematography, 
Best Original Screenplay Tay-
lor Choice and Best Picture.
     Stephen Abernathy cre-
ated his movie, “Undone,” 
in one evening.  He fi lmed 
it at his brother’s apartment, 
as Matthew Abernathy (’04) 
cleaned his apartment while 
walking backward.  They re-
versed the sequence in edit-
ing, causing the cleaning job 
to be slowly undone. 
      
    
   Three teams from Taylor 
participated in the sixth an-
nual programming competi-
tion hosted by Taylor’s com-
puting and science systems 
(CSS) department on April 
8. Several private and public 
colleges from Canada and 
the U.S. competed as well.
     The “Taylor Purple” team 
of junior Austin Beer and 
freshmen Jeremy Erickson 
and David Kasper won fi rst 
place. “Taylor Gold's” with 
seniors Melissa Goss, Noah 
McCalment and Matt Mc-
Gill placed third. The fresh-
men team's Thomas Nicol, 
Mike Fisher and Kevin Jones 
placed second in the novice 
category.
    When junior Austin Beer 
found out his team won, he 
was surprised.
     “Since our team was com-
posed of one junior and two 
freshmen, it just goes to show 
that it’s not always about 
how old or experienced you 
are, but how well you work 
together and how well you 
use what you do know,” he 
said.
   Senior Melissa Goss be-
lieves that working in a team 
with good team dynamics re-
ally helps.
   “If you know your team 
members and have had ex-
perience coding with them, 
it goes a lot smoother,” she 
said. “Learning how to pair 
program, two at a time, is 
useful. A second pair of eyes 
may catch a problem.”
   She also said a good skill 
to have is picking out easier 
problems from harder ones. 
The problems were not given 
from easiest to hardest.
   Colleges from nearby com-
peted in the Dungeon, the 
basement of Nussbaum Sci-
ence Center, and colleges too 
far to commute participated 
via the Internet.
   Each student worked to-
gether with two other stu-
dents, and the judges gave 
them eight problems to com-
plete in four hours. The team 
that solved the most prob-
lems won.
   Each team also shared a 
single computer.
   “It’s not three guys with 
noses each in their own com-
puter,” Jonathan Geisler, 
CSS professor and judge of 
the competition, said. “They 
have to work together, com-
municate and solve prob-
lems cooperatively in order 
to win.”
    In addition to Geisler, CSS 
professor Stefan Brandle also 
judged the event.
    Judging this event would 
be diffi cult if it were not for 
the auto-grader software 
developed by several Tay-
lor students. This year se-
niors Simon Yeates and Luke 
Sawatsky and freshman Jor-
dan Beck removed several 
bugs and added new fea-
tures to make the program 
run more effi ciently.
    Brandle and Geisler mod-
eled the programming com-
petition closely after the in-
ternational competition run 
by the Association of Com-
puting Machinery. The com-
petition hosted at Taylor is 
considered a practice session 
for those wishing to compete 
in the ACM contest in the 
fall.
Photo by Alisse Goldsmith 
Jeff Sparks, President of the Heartland Film Festival, visited Taylor yesterday to attend the Communi-
cation Department open house. Sparks handed out awards, gave a radio interview and helped kick off 
the New Media program.
Computer science hosts competition
BY AARON BENGTSON
CONTRIBUTOR
    
   Dr. Win Corduan, profes-
sor of world religions at 
Taylor for 29 years, recently 
published his tenth book, 
“Pocket Guide to World Re-
ligions.” 
   Corduan has become an 
authority in world religions, 
but he believes it was his 
weakest area when he began 
teaching at Taylor. 
    “That turned out to be the 
course that I put the most 
amount of work into. As 
these things go, eventually 
that became the area that I 
had the most expertise in,” 
Corduan said. 
   Intervarsity Press has a 
series of Pocket Guides and 
Dictionaries. The company 
contacted Corduan, asking 
if he would write one about 
world religions. This book 
is very concise and infor-
mal, containing summaries 
of 14 different religions or 
religious categories. In each 
chapter there are icons and 
descriptions of the name, 
numbers and distribution, 
symbols, history, scriptures, 
major beliefs, subgroups, 
worship practices, religious 
buildings, home practices, 
clothing, diet and calendar 
of each religion. 
    While his other books are 
more comprehensive and 
theological, Corduan want-
ed to write a book that was 
“something really handy 
… to put in a nutshell what 
hopefully the basic facts are 
about that religion.” 
       It  is designed so that 
someone wanting to learn 
such basic facts does not have 
to search endlessly through 
books or online to fi nd them. 
     Corduan stressed the im-
portance of understanding 
different religions. 
   “Everywhere we go, we 
are seeing an increase in re-
ligious diversity, and there’s 
a lot of growth of different 
religions,” he said.
    He believes that in order 
to be truly accepting and in-
formed of others, we must 
understand their religion. 
For instance, if we discover 
the family next door is Hin-
du and we want to relate to 
them, we should not invite 
them over for dinner and 
serve steak. It is these small, 
offensive taboos he wishes to 
point out in this book.
Corduan publishes new book
BY CHRISTINE ALLEN
CONTRIBUTOR
Photo by Alisse Goldsmith
Professor of philosophy and religion Win Corduan recently published his tenth book, titled "Pocket 
Guide to World Religions." Corduan has been teaching at Taylor for 29 years.
Heartland Film Festival president attends New Media open house
By Rachel Clemens
Contributor
  It could have been Uncle 
Ted, or possibly Ivanhoe’s 
strawberry shortcake. But 
by whatever means God de-
cided to use, it was defi nitely 
his divine plan that John and 
Kathy Bruner move their 
family to Upland in the sum-
mer of 2005. 
  John and Kathy, along with 
their 4-year-old son Andrew, 
are among some of the new-
est faces on the Taylor cam-
pus. One year ago, they 
never dreamed they would 
be living and teaching in this 
Indiana community.
  Both John and Kathy grew 
up in the Salvation Army 
denomination and met 
through this heritage. When 
Kathy was in eighth grade, 
she moved with her family 
across the border to the city 
of Windsor, Ontario. There 
Kathy, 12, met her future 
husband, John, 14. 
  “We were youth group bud-
dies through church,” Kathy 
recalled fondly.  
   After high school, John and 
Kathy ventured to Kentucky 
where they both attended 
Asbury College and married 
after graduation.  
  Going into their fresh-
man year at Asbury, Kathy 
majored in communication 
while John dangled some-
where between music and 
English. Then, one night, he 
decided to visit Kathy’s tele-
vision class. 
  “I thought, ‘this is kind of 
neat.’ There’s a script, which 
is the English stuff. There’s 
music, it’s media. You’re in-
tegrating all these different 
forms into one, which is re-
ally what TV and fi lm do. 
It’s really an integration of 
things. And I thought, ‘that’s 
really sort of the ultimate.’” 
  John and Kathy both went 
into media. After gaining ex-
perience in places like Texas, 
Minnesota and Chicago, the 
Bruners ended up back at 
their alma mater where Kathy 
taught and John worked on 
staff in an academic depart-
ment. Their seven years in 
Kentucky allowed the Brun-
ers to develop deep roots. 
Then Taylor entered their 
lives. 
  The Bruners fi rst heard 
of the university through 
Kathy’s uncle, whose three 
children went to Taylor. They 
then drove through the cam-
pus during a vacation and 
made an Ivanhoe’s stop.
  Later, Kathy acted as a 
consultant on Taylor’s new 
media curriculum proposal, 
offering advice to former 
communication department 
chair Jan Pletcher and art de-
partment chair Rachel Smith. 
This New Media major 
would include new curricu-
lum and faculty members.
   When hearing about what 
they would look for in a 
new faculty member, Kathy 
remembered thinking, “Oh 
wow, that sounds a lot like 
my husband.” John had 
spent most of his 18-year ca-
reer as an executive producer 
and freelancer in the produc-
tion industry. Kathy pushed 
the thought aside.
   “I just wasn’t eager to leave 
what I was doing, mostly be-
cause we had such an amaz-
ing network of friends,” 
Kathy said. 
   “Our church was really the 
hardest thing to leave,” John 
commented.
   After fi nishing his masters 
degree, John put a resumé  in 
the mail to Taylor in 2005 in 
response to an open position. 
He did not expect to hear 
back. Hours later, while the 
application was undoubt-
edly still sitting at the post 
offi ce, Kathy received a call 
from Pletcher regarding a 
position Taylor had not yet 
posted. She asked the Brun-
ers to consider applying. 
   “We considered that a di-
vine calling,” Kathy said.
  Wrestling with the fi nal de-
cision to leave a place they 
knew and loved, the Bruners 
visited Taylor. They met with 
Provost Steve Bedi to discuss 
future plans. Bedi referenced 
Isaiah 30:21, “Whether you 
turn to the right or to the left, 
your ears will hear a voice 
behind you, saying, ‘This is 
the way; walk in it.’” 
  “When he said it, it was 
the Holy Spirit saying those 
things right to me,” Kathy 
said. “And John said that 
those were the words that 
spoke to him as well.”  
  John and Kathy have many 
plans on how to build media 
aspects of the communica-
tion department.  
  “We came here to build a 
great media program on an 
already strong communica-
tion foundation,” Kathy said, 
“and with the Lord’s help, 
we trust it will happen.” 
    They have added high defi -
nition cameras, lighting, fi eld 
audio equipment and four 
high defi nition editing facili-
ties to Rupp.
   “Our passion is to help 
students tell stories that mat-
ter," John said. Christians are 
badly needed in communica-
tion fi elds and they can make 
a difference if the work they 
do is excellent.”
  The Bruners are excited to 
lead in their fi eld of expertise 
while they continue to follow 
God, in his divine plan for 
their lives.
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Hotrod Lincoln
*25 years auto repair experience
*front end alignments starting May 1
*1,000 sq. ft. 1950s memorabilia 
showroom
Take 15% off with Taylor ID
We'll do your last minute repairs 
before your trip home!






           Mon., April 24 
            9:30 p.m.
           Nusbaum 123 
Applications are available in the 
TWO offi ce and are due by May 1.
* One or Two bedroom apartments
* On-site Laundry
* Central Air
* Range & Refrigerator furnished
Contact: Corrie Church at 998-0530
Casa Patricia Apartments
Now Renting For Fall Semester!
Off Campus Housing for ‘06-‘07
 
The Ranch 
at 239 Taylor Street
The Mansion 
at 1023 S. Second Street 
For small or large groups
Call 998-7354 for more info and a showing.
Need a Summer Job?
 
Great Oaks is a non-denominational 
Christian camp committed to spreading 
the Good News of Christ to the Urban 
Youth of Peoria, IL. We are looking for 
staff to take part in our urban youth 
summer program for the months of June 







   On May 22 junior Aaron 
Bengtson, known to most 
students as “No Shoes,” will 
lace up his Army boots for 
basic training. 
   Bengtson received a phone 
call from a local Army re-
cruiter, Corporal Michael 
Miller, in March 2005. At the 
time Bengtson was thinking 
about post-graduation work 
unrelated to his mass com-
munication major.   
   “I agreed to meet with 
[Cpl. Miller] at the recruiter 
station. We talked about the 
different things I could do in 
the Army and what oppor-
tunities would be presented 
to me. He asked about my 
interests, grades and classes 
I’ve taken. I told him I want-
ed to think about it and pray 
about it fi rst. I also wanted to 
consult my friends and fam-
ily,” Bengston said.
   The next step in the enlist-
ment process for Bengtson 
was a visit to the Military 
Entrance Processing Station 
in Indianapolis. He took the 
Armed Services Vocational 
Aptitude Battery test (AS-
VAB). 
  “The ASVAB tests for Eng-
lish spelling and grammar, 
basic math through trigo-
nometry, and different as-
pects of science and chemis-
try,” Bengston said. 









   “I took the 
test for about 
40 minutes and 
was bored out 
of my mind. I 
scored a 97 out 
of 99 on it. I re-
alized I pretty 
much could do 
what I wanted 
in the Army 
or military,” 
Bengtson re-
called.    
   “Last spring 
I got turned 
down for every 
job I applied 
for on campus. 
Last summer, 
I got turned 
down for ev-
ery job I applied for. When 
I got to Taylor this fall and 
throughout the school year 
I kept getting turned down. 
Every single job I’ve tried for 
has closed a door, and this 
door has been sitting open 
since last March.” 
    This realization was a 
turning point for Bengtson. 
In February he met with Cpl. 









   “My friends 
were support-
ive, my mom 
was support-
ive, and my 
dad gave me 
his blessings,” 
he said.  
  His relation-
ship with the 
recruiter even-
tually led to 
Bengtson’s en-
listment as Pri-
vate First Class 






a second trip 
to the MEPS in 
Indianapolis for a physical. 
The haircut was next.  
 “I decided showing up at 
basic training with long hair 
would ruin my plans to do-
nate my hair to Locks of 
Love,” said Bengston, who 
cut his hair while on spring 
break. To prepare for basic 
training in Jacksonville, Fla. 
this summer he has also 
been working on running 
long distances and the more 
physical aspects of the pro-
gram. 
   Bengtson believes his expe-
rience at Taylor has prepared 
him emotionally. 
   “I’ve had to deal with peo-
ple I don’t get along with. 
My fi rst semester here I had 
a really bad roommate. Even 
dealing with people I don’t 
really like is preparation 
for the fact that I may end 
up getting a drill instructor 
who I don’t get a long with. 
I know that 11 weeks of a 
drill instructor in my face 
couldn’t be quite as diffi cult 
[as a semester with a bad 
roommate].”
   After 11 weeks of basic 
training this summer Bengt-
son, will attend additional 
training one weekend each 
month during his senior year 
at Taylor. He plans to go im-
mediately to offi cer training 
school after graduation in 
2007 and then on to military 
intelligence training. 
   Photo by Amy Wood
Above: Aaron Bengston after his haircut, 
which was required for entering the Army.
FEATURES
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John and Kathy Bruner, the newest professors in the communication department, came to Taylor 
from Asbury College. They have many plans to build media aspects within the department.
Bruners bring media 
experience to Taylor
Photo provided by Aaron Bengston
Above: Aaron Bengston how he used to look, 
with his trademark long hair and facial hair.
Features
     I have not watched a lot 
of cowboy movies, but that 
doesn’t mean their styles and 
archetypes have not still fi l-
tered into my mind. One of 
the most prominent images 
from the stereotypical West-
ern is of some tough-guy 
cowboy riding off into the 
sunset, leaving behind him a 
small western town engulfed 
in fl ames. He has probably 
killed a lot of bad people and 
made love to at least one or 
two beautiful women. He 
drank the town drunk under 
the table, out-gambled the 
town gambler, out-smarted 
the town philosophy major 
and rolls his own cigarettes. 
He’s pretty much Chuck 
Norris except instead of sap-
py endings that teach life les-
sons, the cowboy just leaves 
the town in fl ames. 
     I have been thinking a lot 
about the very last Echo ar-
ticle that I will ever write, 
imaging myself as kind of 
a cowboy-of-wrath fi gure, 
reining down anger and sar-
casm on everyone who an-
noyed me over the last four 
years. No one was going to 
be spared. I was going to 
roast the registrar, the library 
fi nes, the parking tickets and 
their corresponding appeals 
court. I would write a scath-
ing expose that left smolder-
ing ashes where there once 
stood MLA bibliography 
guidelines, KSAC sign-in 
sheets and fi nes for not hav-
ing my loft up in time. I kind 
of imagined myself as an un-
stoppable force of righteous 
indignation that would put 
everyone else in their place, 
teach them a lesson, and 
show them who Chuck Nor-
ris is around here. “Me,” it 
would say, “I’m Chuck Nor-
ris around here.”
     The only problem with this 
theoretical article is that I, of 
course, am not Chuck Norris 
around here. The only Chuck 
Norris around here is Jesus, 
and while Jesus will not 
roundhouse-kick-to-the-jaw 
me if I am not a good person, 
he’s defi nitely rooting for 
my moral improvement and 
could roundhouse-kick me 
if he wanted to. With Jesus/
Chuck Norris in mind, I have 
decided that instead of mak-
ing a list of people I’m mad 
at, I should list the people 
to whom I owe thanks or (in 
some cases) apologies.
     People to whom I owe 
thanks: the maintenance guys 
who always wave and don’t 
run me over with the mower; 
Jesus, who is basically God; 
Interlibrary Loan/Jo-Ann 
Cosgrove, who has become 
kind of a like a really friend-
ly coke dealer that doesn’t 
make you pay and gives you 
good books instead of drugs; 
the ladies in Student Affairs 
who put out coffee and ba-
gels during fi nals; and the 
ETC, for never coming after 
me when I make color copies 
of my own buttocks and then 
don’t pay. 
     People to whom I owe 
an apology: the TU football 
team. Our confl ict resolution 
group counseling has been 
going well, but the pillow 
fi ght last session got a little 
out of hand. I was “project-
ing,” fellows, and I’m sorry. 
Also, I apologize to the wom-
en's lacrosse team. I didn’t 
mean that stuff about not be-
ing a real sport. You know I 
love you. 
     These lists aren’t at all 
exhaustive; there are prob-
ably piles of people who 
have thanklessly helped me 
and even more people I have 
been mean to without ever 
offering an apology. I would 
like to cover all my bases, 
but I am bad at remembering 
things. With that in mind: 
Thank you, everyone, and 
also: I’m sorry. If you would 
like specifi c recognition, 
please send me a summary 
of your good deed and/or 
grievance, and maybe I will 
print it in the Opinions Page 
or something. 
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Opinions
Thank you, I'm 
sorry, goodbye LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
JOE RINGENBERG
OPINIONS EDITOR
      
      I must respectfully dis-
agree with Mrs. Dixon’s arti-
cle on chapel last week. The 
questions she asks—what 
should we expect from cha-
pel and why do we attend—
are valid and valuable. But I 
submit that we cannot satis-
factorily answer them with-
out asking ourselves a few 
other questions alongside 
them.
    It’s fair to ask ourselves 
what we get out of chapel, as 
she suggested. It’s also fair 
to expect spiritual edifi ca-
tion in the form of worship 
that brings us into contact 
with God and messages that 
explain the truths of our faith 
to us in ways that are com-
prehensible and challenging 
to us. However, these two 
expectations, as helpful as 
they may be, are essentially 
self-focused. We do not go 
to chapel purely for our 
own benefi t, or at least we 
shouldn’t. What is missing 
is an ethic of contribution. 
We must also ask how par-
ticipating in communal wor-
ship can benefi t the overall 
body of believers. Christian-
ity is not a solitary religion 
of personal piety, but one 
where we cannot live out 
the full range of Christian 
experience except in fellow-
ship with others. When we 
attend chapel, we have the 
opportunity to worship God 
together and not separately. 
Certainly we need good 
spiritual teaching, but teach-
ing is not the only end of the 
body of Christ.
     Mrs. Dixon also report-
ed that, of the students she 
talked to, the predominant 
response is that chapel pro-
vides them no signifi cant 
benefi t because they are en-
gaged by neither the wor-
ship nor the speakers.    
    I question whether this 
sentiment is really represen-
tative of the entire campus. 
I suspect that if the entire 
campus were to be polled, 
most students would be able 
to fi nd at least something of 
merit in the majority of cha-
pel services. I generally fi nd 
chapel benefi cial, and so did 
all of the students I hap-
pened to ask. I’m sure ev-
eryone could fi nd something 
about chapel they would like 
to change, but is it really fair 
or accurate to say that most 
chapel services are a waste 
of time? It seems that very 
few speakers and very little 
worship will provide noth-
ing of merit to an audience 
that comes with a charitable 
and humble attitude. 
        Let’s ask how chapel can 
be improved, but let’s also 
ask whether our attitudes 
are everything they should 
be, too. Often this matters 
just as much—if not much 
more—than what’s being 






“9.11 Families Attempt to 
Carry On…”
     Tired of these headlines? 
Guess what?  So is the rest 
of America. But what does 
that show?  I’d say it shows 
the fi ckleness of the minds of 
the people. The media will 
only report information that 
it thinks will sell, topics that 
it thinks the American minds 
still care about. 
     Ten years ago, America 
was disturbed and inter-
ested in the baffl ing case of 
JonBenet Ramsey, the Little 
Miss Colorado girl who was 
found dead in her parents’ 
basement. Who knows what 
happened in that case?  (For 
those who care, in 2003 DNA 
samples were to be tested 
which proved not to be of 
either of the parents, but all 
evidence pointed to Mrs. 
Ramsey as the murderer 
(www.crimelibrary.com/
nortorious_murders).)
     At the end of 1999, a little 
Cuban boy washed up on 
shore and was immediately 
the topic of an international 
custody battle. Everyone 
said this boy, Elian Gonzalez, 
should get to stay with his 
father in America, especially 
since his mother died on the 
trip to get him here. But what 
happened to him after he got 
sent back to Cuba?  I suppose 
the idea was that he was out 
of our hands, so he is out of 
our lives. Why did Ameri-
cans care so much about 
their lives in the fi rst place 
and not afterward?   What 
about the hundreds of ille-
gal immigrants who sneak in 
every year who, if deported, 
will suffer immediate death 
upon their return?  (To those 
who care, Elian and his fa-
ther returned to Cuba after 
giving a statement to the re-
porters about their thankful-
ness to be returning to their 
homeland though they love 
the United States (www.pbs.
org/newshour).)
     Let’s face it: the Ameri-
can people are tired, bored, 
stressed out from hearing 
about the troubles of this 
world even if they haven’t 
all just “gone away.”  Unless 
you have family in Iraq, how 
much have you kept up with 
the war?  I know eight peo-
ple from my graduating class 
that are in Iraq right now and 
I know just about as little as 
the next person, and I say 
this shamefully. 
     I have family in Long Is-
land and I know a girl who 
had to leave school quickly to 
fi nd out if her family was safe 
after the 9.11 attacks, but I 
have no idea how the families 
are fairing now. It is illegal 
to sell pictures of the attack 
at Ground Zero, but when 
I was last there, there was a 
man openly walking around 
waving homemade photos. I 
wonder how long he waited 
to do that after the attack.
     Hurricane Katrina vic-
tims are still receiving some 
relief and attention from 
kind American citizens, but 
did you know the cause just 
lost a huge amount of aide 
sent from international sup-
port?  “The Government Ac-
countability Offi ce attributed 
the errors, which involved 
as many as eight govern-
ment agencies, to the United 
States’ lack of experience as a 
recipient of huge amounts of 
aid from others” (www.latti-
mesnews.com). 
     I know it’s hard to keep 
up with the news, especially 
at college (I don’t know how 
older adults do it), but I think 
the real reason is because we 
don’t want to know. Remem-
ber the Columbine shoot-
ings?  Of course you do. 
But who knows about how 
the families are doing after 
such a massacre?  Wikipe-
dia Encyclopedia reports, 
“Several of the victims who 
were believed to have been 
killed due to their religious 
beliefs became a source of 
inspiration to others, nota-
bly Christians, and led some 
to lament the decline of reli-
gion in public education and 
society in general” (http://
en.wikipedia.org/). Isn’t it 
true that you don’t always 
want to remember the ‘de-
cline of society in general?’  
     I think Esther 3:14 directly 
applies to this case: “A copy 
of this decree was to be issued 
in every province and made 
known to all the people, so 
that they would be ready to 
do their duty on the appoint-
ed day.”  We are to be aware 
of this world as “issued in 
every province” so that we 
can be ready to our duty to 
address the current issues as 
the power of Christ’s love ap-
plies to them. Trust me, the 
“appointed day” may be to-
day. If someone comes up to 
you and says, “I went to Col-
umbine and I’m really feel-
ing the losses today. Can we 
talk?” and you say, “Yeah? 
What country is that?” then 
we need to have a chat.
Tired of headlines
BY MATEO PALOS
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     Before the beginning of 
Easter Break last Thurs-
day, students, faculty, and 
a number of administrators 
gathered to engage in a dis-
cussion panel on the ever 
delicate subject of race. The 
panel, which was hosted 
by TBM and AHANA, con-
sisted of seven students and 
one professor. The makeup 
of the panel consisted of a 
kaleidoscope of races and 
socioeconomic backgrounds. 
After a short introductory 
clip from the controversial 
movie Crash, each member 
of the panel was asked to 
share about their experience 
with Taylor as it pertained to 
race. 
     As each student shared, it 
became clear that Taylor, like 
much of our country, is con-
tinuing to address the issues 
of race in our intentional 
Christian community. Sto-
ries of overt racism did not 
surface, but many reports of 
ignorant and prejudiced be-
havior were told by almost 
every member of the panel. 
It is with this in mind that I 
share my thoughts about race 
relations as it pertains to Tay-
lor and to Christianity. Keep 
in mind that I don’t speak for 
my race (Hispanic), the evan-
gelical world as a whole, or 
Taylor.
     The issue of race is an 
important part of engaging 
our culture, issues such as 
immigration, globalization 
and evangelism each carry 
with them a major thread of 
multi-nationalism and race. 
Just as we, the Taylor com-
munity, attempt to garner a 
better understanding of our 
faith through our intention-
ally interdenominational 
student body, faculty and 
leadership, we should cele-
brate and not just tolerate the 
differences that each student 
brings to our campus. If you 
fi nd yourself confused about 
a stereotype or behavior of a 
person from a specifi c race, 
have the courage and the 
humility to inquire about it. 
I guarantee to anyone who 
does this that your question 
will be answered as best as 
possible. This brings me to 
another issue that came up 
in the panel. As ethnic stu-
dents we don’t answer for 
the whole or “our people." 
We are individuals and have 
individual experiences that 
are based on national origin, 
education, and socioeco-
nomic backgrounds. As eth-
nic students, we desire to be 
part of the Taylor community 
as a whole. We are students, 
who like other students are 
here to get an education and 
grapple with what it means 
to live out our faith in this 
world that we live in. 
   Another story that surfaced 
during the discussion panel 
was the presence of the "Black 
Table." Have we ever thought 
about how many “White Ta-
bles” exist at Taylor? I am not 
attempting to make a judg-
ment, I just would like to fos-
ter questions about the knee 
jerk reactions and thoughts 
that we have. 
   This is not intended to 
bash the “Majority Demo-
graphic” of Taylor. Let us 
put pride aside and be real. 
I, as a Puerto Rican – Ameri-
can from the city of Chicago, 
deal with prejudice and race 
on a daily basis and I often 
struggle with stereotypes 
and generalizations, but this 
is an issue of being a better 
Christian. We are to love peo-
ple because they are made in 
the image of God, and part of 
that is the differences in our 
skin, language and culture. 
     In closing, I would like 
to say that the turnout last 
Wednesday was phenome-
nal. This is a sign of Taylor’s 
commitment to addressing 
the real and present issue of 
race. We have a long way to 
go, but the strides that have 
been made and are being 






An ethic of 
contribution
 
“Tsotsi,” this year’s Oscar 
winner for Best Foreign Film, 
covers many of the same 
themes and stylistic touch-
stones as the Best Picture 
winner, “Crash.” Instead 
of multiple tales of culture 
clash on the streets of Los 
Angeles, however, “Tsotsi” 
is about one young man in 
the slums of Johannesburg, 
South Africa.
  The story begins with a 
group of teenage hood-
lums trying to decide how 
to spend their evening. 
Their leader, Tsotsi (Presley 
Chweneyagae), leads them 
to a crowded train station. 
  Surrounded by other pas-
sengers, Tsotsi and his 
friends rob a well-dressed 
man. After taking his wallet, 
Tsotsi stabs him to death, 
quickly and silently. As the 
car empties, the boys quickly 
disappear into the crowd.
    His friend Boston (Mothusi 
Magano) wants to know 
why he killed the man. He 
asks Tsotsi if he knows what 
decency is. Tsotsi sees him 
as a weak link and brutally 
beats Boston. 
   The other two are shocked 
by Tsotsi’s behavior and 
rush to Boston’s side after 
the beating. Feeling betrayed 
by his friends, Tsotsi runs off 
into the night.
   In a wealthy neighborhood, 
Tsotsi sees a woman pull into 
her driveway and get out of 
her car after her remote fails 
to open the front gate. 
 Tsotsi sees the divide 
between haves and have-
nots in his city. He knows 
which one he is and feels 
justified in taking anything 
from anyone who has some-
thing he wants. Tsotsi shoots 
the woman and steals her 
car.
  Tsotsi’s road trip comes 
to an end when he hits a 
road sign. It is at this point 
he discovers his passenger–a 
baby boy in the back seat. 
One must now consider a 
big “what if?” Tsotsi, a cold-
blooded killer, would prob-
ably abandon the child with 
the car. What if he took the 
child with him?
   It may not be as illogical 
as it seems. The film already 
established that Tsotsi has 
a fascination with helpless 
situations. Earlier, a home-
less man in a motorized 
chair lashes out at Tsotsi for 
bumping into his protrud-
ing legs. Tsotsi follows the 
man until they are alone. 
He plans to kill him, but is 
intrigued by the man’s help-
lessness. Tsotsi behaves cru-
elly, but displays an almost 
philosophical interest in his 
victim and neither kills nor 
robs him.
  The child, too, is help-
less. Tsotsi remembers a time 
when he was helpless against 
the cruelty of his environ-
ment. He also remembers 
that he has a name besides 
“Tsotsi,” which merely 
means “thug.” He gives the 
child his real name – appar-
ently he doesn’t need it any-
more.
    At this point, “Tsotsi” could 
become sentimental.  Maybe 
it does. Maybe I was duped 
by its beguiling humanity. A 
scene in which Tsotsi forces 
a nursing mother, Miriam 
(Terry Pheto), to feed the sto-
len child at gun-point should 
not be sweet and almost 
comical, but here, it is.
   Tsotsi is faced with a 
choice. He can keep the child 
and attempt to remain hid-
den from the police, who 
have a sketch of his face 
as described by the baby’s 
recovering mother. Tsotsi and 
his gang were foolish enough 
to return to the scene of the 
crime. His crew believes they 
are there to rob the house. 
While the others help them-
selves to valuables and the 
contents of the refrigerator, 
Tsotsi heads straight for the 
nursery and steals supplies 
for the baby. 
   Miriam, who has formed a 
bond with the child and per-
haps with Tsotsi as well, tells 
him that none of it will make 
him the baby’s mother.
   Torn between his soft spot 
for helpless creatures and his 
survival instincts, Tsotsi per-
haps waits too long to do 
the right thing. The blood-
bath he narrowly avoids 
may have satisfied the film’s 
detractors. Perhaps a more 
realistic ending would have 
shown Tsotsi and baby shot 
full of holes, lying in pools of 
red-dyed corn syrup.
    I will not spoil the movie's 
ending, but I would hardly 
call it a happy one. Maybe 
Tsotsi found his inner decen-
cy, or maybe he went straight 
back to a life of murder and 
theft. One thing is certain: 
the world remains a difficult 
place for helpless things.




Photo courtesy of Rottentomatoes.com
Tsotsi (Presley Chweneyagae in his fi rst fi lm role) lives only to satisfy his own immediate desires until 
he is compelled to care for a child he accidentally abducts.











Tickets $14.50 from 
TU Bookstore or
$16.50 at the door 
   Mates of State is possibly 
the cutest band in all of pop 
music. All those washed up 
boy bands, combined with 
all the kittens and puppies 
in the world have nothing 
on Kori Gardner and Jason 
Hammel, the married duo 
comprising Mates of State. 
  Do not let your affection 
for the band’s surrounding 
mythos throw you off, how-
ever. Mates of State plays an 
excitingly intricate blend of 
keyboards and percussion. 
That’s right, just keys and 
percussion. 
  The new album, “Bring 
It Back,” picks up exactly 
where last year’s “All Day” 
EP left off. The songs are 
fuller, more diverse and even 
feature some extra instru-
ments. 
  For the majority of the 
album, Mates of State blends 
intricate yet soothing key-
boards with firecracker 
drums to produce one of the 
most unique sounds in pop 
music today.  
   The greatest example of this 
would be one of the album’s 
standout tracks, “Like U 
Crazy.”  The almost hypno-
tizing melody is the perfect 
accompaniment to Gardner’s 
vocals. The teenage harmo-
nies in the chorus singing, “I 
– I – I like you crazy,” blend 
together to make an airy, 
life-filled track that helps to 
bring Mates of State’s sound 
to the next level.
    “Nature and the Wreck” 
stands as the only slow song 
on the album. The rest of the 
record is filled with a more 
mature version of the Mates 
of State we have come to 
love. “Fraud in the '80s,” the 
album’s single, is a power-
pop ballad of what could 
potentially be epic propor-
tions, that is, if those epic 
proportions could be filled 
by keyboards and drums. 
“Fraud in the '80s” contains 
everything that makes this 
album successful: the con-
trast of the couple’s vocals, 
an intricate and stimulating 
melody and fast-paced per-
cussion. 
   Overall, “Bring It Back” 
is a step above the previ-
ous full lengths that Gardner 
and Hammel have released. 
It is as if they took the 
high points from “My Solo 
Project,” “Our Constant 
Concern” and “Team Boo” 
and pieced them together to 
create the best album of their 
career. All this without the 
ever invasive presence of an 






'Tsotsi' explores thug life
   “Thank You for Smoking” 
is the feature fi lm debut of 
director Jason Reitman, (son 
of director Ivan Reitman). It 
begins with tobacco lobby-
ist Nick Naylor (Aaron Eck-
hart) going on a talk show 
panel to defend cigarettes 
to Joan Lunden and a boy 
with cancer (whom Naylor 
dubs “cancer boy”).
  Naylor's ex-wife thinks he 
is a bad role model for their 
son, a senator is out to ruin 
his career, and he has to put 
up with the media making 
him out to be a bad guy, be-
cause his job is to make big 
tobacco look good.
  At fi rst despicable, Nay-
lor makes you hope that at 
some point in this fi lm he 
realizes the error of his ways 
and turns his life around. 
However, as the plot devel-
ops,  you also begin to hope 
he does not.
  “Smoking” features per-
formances from some of 
Hollywood’s best charac-
ter actors, including Sam 
Elliot (“Hulk”, “We Were 
Soldiers”), J.K. Simmons 
(“Spiderman”), and David 
Koechner (“Anchorman,” 
“40 Year-Old Virgin”). El-
liot plays the cancer-rid-
den Marlboro Man in his 
gruff cowboy way, while 
Simmons does what he 
does best–play someone’s 
grouchy incompetent boss. 
  Koechner plays Bobby J. 
Bliss, a gun lobbyist who 
meets with Naylor and Pol-
ly Bailey (Maria Bello) on a 
weekly basis. Bailey repre-
sents the alcohol industry. 
Together they call them-
selves the Merchants of 
Death (M.O.D.) squad, and 
debate which one of them 
has a harder job, based on 
the fatality rates of their re-
spective vices. 
   In the fi lm, morals are for 
sale and wrong can be right 
if it is a means to an end. In 
a world tinted entirely gray, 
Naylor struggles to be hon-
est with his son. At the same 
time he tries to be honest in 
his career.
  When Naylor goes before 
his son’s class, he virtu-
ally tells the kids to start 
smoking. His son seems to 
realize the absurdity of his 
dad’s job, but still looks up 
to him.
  The father/son duo travel 
to Los Angeles together, a 
move that Naylor hopes 
will bring him and his son 
closer. During their time in 
L.A. they meet a hilarious 
and eccentric fi lm agent 
played by Rob Low (“West 
Wing”) and Naylor has to 
show his son the darker 
side of his work.
   “Smoking” is a fi lm that 
makes you laugh, then 
punches you in the head 
with something you just 
thought was a joke. Layers 
of comedy, irony and truth 
mix together like guns, al-
cohol and tobacco to deliver 
a strangely poignant blow.
  Death is not really funny, 
however, and Reitman 
shows that later in the mov-
ie with Elliot’s Marlboro 
Man character. 
  Good editing and writing 
make this novel-turned-
movie worth seeing. The 
themes of truth, morality 
and personal freedom will 
leave your mind lingering 
over the movie’s points like 
smoke in the air.
BY DUSTIN MCLEAN
CONTRIBUTOR
'Smoking' sparks debate 
 “If you could blow up the 
world at the flick of a switch, 
would you do it?” Flaming 
Lips singer Wayne Coyne 
asks in the first song on the 
legendary psychedelic rock 
band’s new album “At War 
with the Mystics.” That 
depends. Would it keep me 
from ever having to listen to 
this record again?
   Now a dozen albums deep 
into its career, there are few 
bases of childlike weirdness 
the Lips have not touched. 
Indeed, most people will 
remember the band for the 
'90s alternative rock radio 
hit, “She Don’t Use Jelly.” 
What an inane song to be 
remembered for, especially 
since the band’s best songs 
deftly describe war, mortal-
ity, religion and scientific 
progress with a light touch 
that keeps them from becom-
ing heavy-handed.
  The band's 1999 album, 
“The Soft Bulletin,” was a 
milestone, widely regarded 
as a modern masterpiece 
of pop music. It was as if 
Coyne, Michael Ivins (bass) 
and Steven Drozd (drums, 
keyboard, guitar) had dis-
covered a new way to make 
music, immersing their lis-
teners in sounds both alien 
and familiar. Coyne’s Neil 
Young-like vocals could 
break hearts with a song 
about Superman well before 
Sufjan Stevens tried it.
  These days, Neil Young 
sounds less haggard than 
Coyne, and Young is recov-
ering from a brain aneurysm. 
Additionally, Coyne’s once-
colorful lyrical yarns have 
become stale vague attempts 
at politicizing.
   This could potentially make 
an interesting album. Coyne's 
songs have never been subtle 
and his band works best in 
bold strokes.
   There is a fine line, howev-
er, between speaking simply 
and speaking like a simple-
ton. Guess which side the 
words, “Every time you state 
your case, the more I want to 
punch your face,” fall on? 
  The band’s bright sounds 
have been replaced by obnox-
ious slabs of strident bleating. 
In the '70s, the Temptations 
made an embarrassing 
attempt at a politically con-
scious song called, “Ball of 
Confusion.” If that song were 
played through a broken 
megaphone while a televi-
sion set blared “Schoolhouse 
Rock” songs, the overall 
effect might sound like, “It 
Overtakes Me.”
  That is, before the song 
trails off into ambient key-
board plinking and vocal 
oohs and ahs, which are 
symptomatic of the album as 
a whole. None of these songs 
go anywhere. Sudden shifts 
that once sounded inventive 
and surprising now sound 
like studio trickery meant 
to compensate for a lack of 
compelling songwriting.
    The song “Do You Realize” 
from its 2002 album, 
“Yoshimi Battles the Pink 
Robots” achieved some suc-
cess for the band. I thought 
the song was overly senti-
mental and showed Coyne’s 
songs going in a distress-
ingly bland direction. “Mr. 
Ambulance Driver” injects 
twice the manipulative trea-
cle of "Do You Realize" into 
its Steely Dan-like electric 
guitars and propulsive beat.
     Dave Fridmann knows his 
way around a mixing board, 
and he pulls out all the stops 
here, including studio chat-
ter, otherworldly keyboards 
and his famously enor-
mous drum sound. When 
a band brings its best set 
of songs to him, the results 
are albums like Weezer’s 
“Pinkerton,” Sleater-
Kinney’s “The Woods” and 
the Flaming Lips’ very own 
“Soft Bulletin.” The result 
here is a loud meandering 
piece of portentous modern 
prog-rock without a brain in 
its head.
Lips fl ame out
BY JARED BANE
A&E EDITOR
Photo courtesy of Rottentomatoes.com
The Merchants of Death (Mario Bello, David Koechner and Aaron Eckhart) meet to discuss whose 
job is more diffi cult. The M.O.D. squad represents the alcohol, fi rearms and tobacco industries.
        The Lady Trojan track 
and fi eld squad fi nished sec-
ond at the fi ve-team Ander-
son Invitational on Thurs-
day, just six points out of fi rst 
place.
     The effort was spearhead-
ed by fi rst place fi nishes from 
Elise Knapp in the 5,000-me-
ter run (20:12.09), Daphne 
Able in the triple jump (32’ 
9”), and Kelsey Randall in 
the 100-meter dash (13.10).
        Senior Carolyn Betteridge 
turned in a top time in the 
1500-meter run, where her 
4:58.46 makes her only the 
tenth Lady Trojan to break 
the fi ve-minute barrier.
        Hammer thrower Debo-
rah Best moved to number 
fi ve on the Lady Trojans’ all-
time list with a toss of 110’ 
8”.
        The men's track and fi eld 
team won six events on their 
way to a second place fi nish 
at the seven-team Anderson 
Invitational on Thursday, 
just ten points behind fi rst 
place.
   Senior Andy Long and 
freshman Ian Brown each 
won two events, but junior 
Mitchell Jones stole their 
thunder by clearing 16’ 0.75” 
in the pole vault to set a new 
school record for the third 
time this season. Jones’ vault 
also established a new Ma-
choltz Field record.
          Long grabbed fi rsts in the 
200-meter dash (22.72) and 
the long jump (20’11”), while 
Brown raced to a win in the 
100-meter dash (11.24) and 
took the triple jump (40’9”). 
Chris Leman claimed TU’s 
sixth win in the steeplechase 
(10:52.80).
      Next weekend the Trojans 
visit Bourbonnais, Ill. for the 
Olivet Nazarene Mid-Season 
Invitational.
     -- Information provided 
by Taylor Athletics Website 
Trojan track squads take second
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Taylor readies for stretch run
SPORTS
    
      On Saturday the Trojan 
baseball team attempted 
to continue its remarkable 
season as it took on Trin-
ity International in a double-
header.  Taylor did so having 
vaulted into the NAIA Div. 1 
Top 25 poll for the fi rst time 
this season, taking the fi eld 
as the No. 22 ranked team in 
the nation.  
 Unfortunately, the 
good fortune of being ranked 
did not carry over into the 
two-game set with Trinity In-
ternational.  In the fi rst game, 
the Trojans saw pitcher Matt 
Wiseman deliver one of his 
best performances of the 
season.  However, key de-
fensive errors and diffi culty 
swinging the bat doomed the 
Trojans.  Defensive errors led 
to two runs for Trinity, and 
Taylor went on to lose 3-1. 
In the second game, Trinity 
delivered a strong perfor-
mance at the plate, doubling 
its run production from the 
previous game.  Trinity’s 
improved hitting combined 
with the Trojans’ inabil-
ity to muster anything at the 
plate doomed Taylor. Trin-
ity cruised to a 6-3 victory to 
sweep the doubleheader.
     “We weren’t able to swing 
the bat very well,” Trojan 
head coach Kyle Gould said. 
“Matt pitched a great game 
in the fi rst game, but we had 
a couple of defensive errors 
that really hurt us.  In the sec-
ond game they hit the ball re-
ally well and we didn’t pitch 
as well, and that was the key 
to the game.”
     On Tuesday the Trojans 
took on archrival Indiana 
Wesleyan in a two-game set at 
home.  In the fi rst game Luke 
Baeslack took the mound in a 
battle of number one starting 
pitchers.  The Trojans played 
well and were in control of 
the game for six innings, but 
in the seventh inning it all 
fell apart. Indiana Wesleyan 
put runners on base imme-
diately and seized the lead. 
The Trojans’ fate was sealed 
in the bottom of the inning, 
as they left a runner on base 
ensuring a 3-2 victory for In-
diana Wesleyan.  
       “They executed bet-
ter than we did down the 
stretch,” Gould said.  “We 
played great for six innings, 
but in the seventh they made 
all the plays and we could 
not respond.” 
      In the second game the 
Trojans came out fl at and 
saw Indiana Wesleyan jump 
on them early and often, 
cruising to a 7-2 victory.
       “All it really comes down 
to is execution,” sophomore 
pitcher Drew Severns said. 
“Doing the little things right 
individually, in order to come 
together as a team and have 
success - this is what our fo-
cus needs to be.”
     With eight games left to 
play in the conference, Gould 
thinks a conference title is 
within reach.
      “We have had a great 
season,” he said.  “We need 
to remember what got us 
here and to keep doing those 
things.  It sounds simple, 
but we need to do the little 
things and focus.  If we can 
do those things, we have a 
great shot moving forward 
and we have every opportu-
nity to win the conference.”
      The Trojans return to ac-
tion today in a rematch with 
Indiana Wesleyan in a two-
game set on the road. 
   
    
    The NBA Playoffs are upon 
us, and that can only mean one 
thing. It’s time for people to 
throw out bold predictions that 
will never happen and jump on 
bandwagons that have been 
overfl owing since the All-Star 
Break. With that in mind, I will 
throw my own prophetic voice 
into the crowd and tell you ex-
actly how the playoffs will un-
fold. This week, I'll cover the 
Eastern Conference, next week 
the West, and in two weeks I'll 
give you my Finals picks. 
Eastern Conference
First Round
(1) Detroit vs. (8) Milwaukee
The Bucks have a solid, young 
squad that will be a serious 
contender in the East down 
the road. This year, however, 
they are severely overmatched 
against a Pistons team that had 
a franchise-best regular sea-
son.
Prediction: Pistons in 4 games
(2) Miami  vs. (7) Chicago 
There are some playoff series 
where it is very clear that one 
team has the “just happy to be 
here” mentality. The Bulls fi t 
that description: overachiev-
ing team, late-season run to 
make the playoff, no legitimate 
chance of winning. (Editors 
note: I think my hometown 
Bulls will steal a couple games. 
Don’t be surprised if this series 
goes deep.)
Prediction: Heat in 4 
(3) New Jersey vs. (6) Indiana
Ah, it’s my beloved Pacers in the 
underdog role yet again. I’d love 
to sit here and tell you that Reg-
gie Miller will come out of retire-
ment and lead the Pacers to a 
miraculous upset over the Nets. 
I’d love to say that Ron Artest 
never demanded to be traded, 
or, for that matter, that Artest 
never jumped into the stands 
at Detroit. Of course, if I told 
you any of those things I would 
be lying to you and to myself. 
And I’m no liar. I’m a delusional 
fan—there’s a difference. 
Prediction:  Pacers Nets in 7
(4) Cleveland  vs. (5) Wash.
Lebron James makes his fi rst 
trip to the postseason against 
Gilbert Arenas and the high-
scoring Wizards. (NBA Com-
mish) David Stern will be happy, 
because the Cavaliers and the 
King James marketing machine 
will stick around until round two 
thanks to more MVP-production 
from Lebron.
Prediction:  Cavaliers in 5 
Second Round
(1) Detroit vs. (4) Cleveland
It’s the best starting fi ve in 
basketball against the most tal-
ented rising star in basketball. 
This could be comparable to 
those action movies where the 
star takes on fi ve ninjas all by 
himself, except in this case all 
the ninjas are just as strong as 
the hero and they work well as 
a team. Lebron’s good enough 
to get one win by himself, but 
that’s about all he can hope to 
do against the Pistons this year.
Prediction: Pistons in 5
(2) Miami vs. (3) New Jersey
And then there’s this series. An 
aging Shaq and young Dwyane 
Wade facing off against an ag-
ing Jason Kidd, young Richard 
Jefferson, and the X-factor 
himself:  Vince Carter. If Carter 
shows up mentally for this se-
ries and plays aggressively, I 
think the Nets will emerge vic-
toriously. Of course, there is the 
ever-present danger that Vince 
could misplace his iPod during 
pre-game warm-ups and get 
distracted.
Prediction: Heat in 7
Conference Finals
(1) Detroit vs. (2) Miami
In a rematch of last year’s con-
ference fi nals, the Pistons have 
the distinct advantage this time 
around and should cruise to the 
Finals. There is the possibil-
ity, however, that Wade could 
make the jump from all-star 
to superstar in this series and 
carry the Heat to a hard-fought 
victory. Then again, there’s also 
the possibility that Shaq could 
stub his toe and sit out the en-
tire series.
Prediction:  Pistons in 5Sports
Freshman Lindsey Arnold connects with a pitch in the Trojans' game against Grace yesterday. The team split their doubleheader 
with the Lancers, losing the first game 2-1 but rebounding to win the second 6-0. Taylor received a strong outing from pitcher Jill 
Tomaszewski, but was only able to generate one run, a solo home run off the bat of senior Emily Pensinger.  In the second game, 
however, sophomore Brittany Beckham shut the Lancers down, leading her team to the 6-0 win. The Trojans play today at Tiffin 
University. The first pitch is scheduled for 3 p.m. 
 Strong Trojan pitching leads to split with Grace
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Senior pitcher Luke Baeslack fires a pitch during the Trojans' 3-2 loss against Indiana Wesleyan on Tuesday. Baeslack had another strong outing, allowing only three runs on six hits in six and a third. 
Baeslack has been Taylor's ace this season with a 3.05 ERA and a .208 opponent batting average. In the second half of the doubleheader Taylor's bats remained cool, leading to a 7-2 loss. The Trojans 
had been averaging over seven runs a game this year, but have struggled to produce recently. 
Trojans in midst of five game slide, face Grace College tomorrow
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